
As the Psychosocial Investigation and Action Collective (Colectivo de Investigación y
Acción Psicosocial), we want to express our disagreements and worries surrounding the
new  acts  of  criminalization  brought  to  fruition  by  the  Ecuadorian  State  against  the
Indigenous  Nation  of  Saraguro (el  Pueblo  Indígena  de Saraguro)– especially  the  acts
undertaken  against  Luisa  Mará  Lozano  y  Amable  Angamarca,  defenders  of  their
territories  that  exercised  their  legitimate  right  to  social  protest.  Both  have  been
prosecuted  and sentenced  by the  Penal  Guarantees  Tribunal  of  Loja  (el  Tribunal  de
Garantías Penales de Loja) with four years of prison for their participation in the Paro
Nacional and the indigenous marches that began on August 2nd, 2015. They have been
charged with the crime of obstructing a public service.

As the Psychosocial Investigation and Action Collective (Colectivo de Investigación y
Acción Psicosocial), we are denouncing, detailing and analyzingi the repressive strategies
executed  by  the  Ecuadorian  state  during  last  year’s  Paro  Nacional  and  indigenous
marches.  We worry that these repressive strategies are made more secure through the
unjust sentences against Luisa María Lozano and Amable Angamarca.

During  the  period  of  assault  against  the  Saraguro  Nation  in  August  of  2015,  we
recognized  50  incidents  of  assault  and/or  detention  and  have  documented  a  few.  In
August, police attacks employed excessive public force, using clubs and tear gas, and
relied on the participation of the National Police (Policía Nacional), the Patrol Operations
Group (Grupo  de  Operaciones  Motorizadas),  civil  transit  agents  (Agentes  Civiles  de
Tránsito) and police agents dressed as civilians.  These attacks were succeeded by the
militarization  of  the  territory  on  the  part  of  the  Armed  Forces  (Fuerzas  Armadas
Terrestres). Raids included multiple forced entries into individual homes, detentions and
assault of minors as well as aerial surveillance with helicopters. All of these actions were
taken within the context of a national state of exception (Estado de Excepción nacional)ii

that favored the incursion into the territories. We denounce in due time how the national
state of exception was used to selectively militarize territories in places like Saraguro,
where the organized indigenous movement has had great historical relevance, converting
the  decree  into  a  de  facto  means  of  restricting  social  protest  incompatible  with
international human rights standards.

Likewise,  we  analyzed  how  the  decree  was  used  to  control  public  space  and
disincentivize social participation by assaulting and detaining the population.  We also
announced the absence of an independent judiciary, which was confirmed with this new
sentence. Especially important was the deepening of patriarchal domination mechanisms
on the part of the Ecuadorian state during the assaults in Saraguro, where women suffered
sexual assaults at  the hands of the public force. These assaults  were accompanied by
discussion and narratives used by the first in command (Primer Mandatorio) to promote
sexist  attitudes  (actitudes  machistas)  and  deepen  social  stereotypes  that  disavow  the
woman’s role as a political subject in social movements. 

The  repression,  assaults  and  detentions  disproportionately  waged  against  those  who
protested  in  the  Saraguro  Nation,  as  well  as  the  penal  accusations  directed  toward



indigenous social groups and leaders, have made possible the persecution of Ecuadorian
citizens.

The 4-year prison sentences set for our partners from Saraguro demonstrate once again
the limitations of the legitimate, constitutionally recognized rights to social protest and
resistance.  The  continual  criminalization  of  social  protest,  reinforced  by  these  new
sentences,  sets  consequences  for  those  who  decide  to  defend  their  rights  in  their
territories. 

Their  prosecution  has  implied,  like  we  denounced  in  our  report,  sanctions  depriving
citizens of their liberty and negatively effecting their political participation. Furthermore,
penal persecution has psychosocial effects not only on the people involved but further on
the  entire  population.  Prosecuting  and sentencing  citizens  that  exercise  their  right  to
mobilize and protest generates harm far beyond the political control of society. 

We want to show our solidarity with the Nation of Saraguro, and especially with Luisa
María Lozano and Amable Angamarca and their families.

We demand that the Ecuadorian state cease the criminalization of rights defenders. We
ask that the country’s judicial institutions employ an independent judiciary, revoke these
illegal sentences, and provide immediate amnesty for Luisa María Lozano and Amable
Angamarca. We again alert the international community and human rights organizations
about the grave situation faced by rights defenders in Ecuador.

To read about the assaults against the Ecuadorian population during the Paro Nacional
and the indigenous marches in more detail, see:

https://investigacionpsicosocial.files.wordpress.com/2016/06/informe-estrategias-
estatales-de-control-y-represic3b3n-social-durante-el-paro-nacional-y-las-marchas-
indc3adgenas.pdf
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i “Informe sobre las estrategias estatales de control social y represión en el marco del Paro Nacional en 
Ecuador. 13 al 23 de agosto de 2015”: https://accionpsicosocial.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/informe-
control-social-marchas-agosto-2015-final.pdf
ii Ibid: “On August 16th, 2015, by executive decree, President Rafael Correa announced the State of 
Exception (Estado de Excepción) en the entire national territory due to increased activity of the 
Volcano Cotopaxi in the central Andes. The Decree 755 conceded extraordinary powers like use of the 
entire public force, use of public funds, suspension “of constitutional rights, the rights to privacy in the 
home, in transit, in assembly, and in correspondence” (Decreto 755, traducido) and censorship of 
modes of communication for the sole purpose of responding to the emergency of the eruption of 
Volcano Cotopaxi. Nevertheless, in the territory of the indigenous Kichwa nation of Saraguro, located 
in the Loja province, in the south of the country very far from the area potentially affected by the 
volcano, the police and the military have utilized said decree for entrance into homes without judicial 
order, including in the case of people that have not participated in demonstrations or detentions, and for
assaults against occupants as in the case of Saraguro.”


